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Summary of Participants’ Responses to Organizers

Item:  Is this the first time you have participated in a one-day professional development conference?

There were 28 written responses to this item.  

Yes:
14

No:
11

The following  written comments suggest that the simple yes-or-no responses as tallied above might be subject to misinterpretation.

“No.    I had the opportunity to take part in a 3-day conference in Johannesburg.  But it is the first time in Namibia!”

“No, it is the second time.  In May I attended a conference of professionals in Zambia this year.  However, this conference is the first for me in Namibia.”

“Yes, in Namibia.”

I had already participated in such conferences.  But this is for my subject only.

It’s one of the many!

I had the opportunity to take part in a 3-day conference in Johannesburg.  But it is the first time in Namibia!

It is the second time.  In May I attended a conference of professionals in Zambia this year.  However, this conference is the first for me in Namibia.

Item:  Why did you come to the conference today?

There were 28 written responses to this item.  I sorted the reasons into four categories and copied some of the participants’ statements related to each of the categories. Many respondents gave more than one reason for attending the conference. Therefore, the sum of the numbers for the categories is greater than 28. 

The invitation, mentioned by 7 respondents 

“I was invited and didn’t really know what it was about.  I just trusted the person who invited me.”

“The invitation makes me realise (sic) that we, the teachers are important in nation building …”

Interest in improving teaching, mentioned by 10 respondents.

“… empower myself … to be a better teacher.”

“teaching is my passion, and I always want to make it better.”

“To enrich my skills as a teacher …”

“I so much want renewal in my profession …”

“I came to the conference because I am a frustrated teacher who need answer to lot of issue regarding learning & teaching.”

To share ideas, mentioned by 8 respondents

“To contribute my ideas/experiences and to hear the others ideas.”

“To network with other educators.”

Desire to learn, mentioned by 12 respondents.

“Because learning is a lifelong proccess (sic), and I knew I will learn something new, and I did learn new things.”

“Because I wanted to know more about the important role of teachers in Nation building which was a great sucess (sic).”

“to learn more about the impact of HIV & Aids…”

“To learn from other teachers experiences.”

“… eager to hear and learn about Special Needs/Inclusive Education from partners from Augsburg.”

“To learn more about teaching and about teaching children with learning disability or language disorders.”

Item:  What did you gain from your conference attendance today?

There were 28 written responses to this item.  I sorted the reasons into four categories and copied some of the participants’ statements related to each of the categories. Many respondents identified more than one gain. Therefore, the sum of the numbers for the categories is greater than 28. 

Networking, mentioned by 7 respondents.

“… met interesting people and got new contacts for the future.”

“To share experience with other teachers how you organized it, it was very good.  The network was good.  What you are doing for the selfe (sic) confidence of Namibian teachers is very importand (sic) and on a good way.”

Motivation, mentioned by 3 respondents.

“… got motivation to continue my work as a teacher.”

Information on specific issues (listed below), one or more of these mentioned by 16 respondents.

HIV/Aids

Mother tongue

Cheetah conservation program

Technology

Learner-centered approach

General statements, taken from 5 respondents.

“Very useful information, to equip me to be a better and smarter teacher.”

“It was a fruitfull (sic) workshop.”

“1.  Good citizen are people who ask questions  2.  Work smarter, not harder.  3.  Teach the learners you have, not what you need to have.”

“A lot.  As from the very being (beginning?) till the end of the conference.  Everything was important to took (talk?) about.”

“Team work not only helps to finish work quikly (sic) but also makes it easier to solve the problem.” 

Item:  What topic(s) would you like addressed in future professional development activities?

There were 27 written responses to this item. Many respondents suggested more than one topic. Therefore, the sum of the numbers shown below is greater than 27.  There were few common threads in the responses.  Many of the topics suggested had been addressed in sessions during the day.  Perhaps the respondents were indicating a desire for more in-depth examination of these topics, as is specifically mentioned under the heading, ‘Suggestions for conference format’. 

Language and mother tongue issues, mentioned by 7 respondents.

     Note:  Mr. Jerome Mutumba’s presentation after lunch elicited some very spirited discussion and was obviously still on many minds when these response instruments were completed. 

Discipline, mentioned by 2 respondents.

Decolonizing the minds of children, parents, and teachers, mentioned by 2 respondents.

HIV/AIDS, mentioned by 4 respondents.

Students with special needs, mentioned by 5 respondents.

Information and Communication Technology, mentioned by 2 respondents.

Mathematics, mentioned by 2 respondents.

Learner-centered education, mentioned by 2 respondents.

Suggestions for conference format, mentioned by 3 respondents.

“Don’t separate (sic) us again into sessions cause all are important topics.”

“The topics were really educational and informative.  The time was however limited and hence in depth work was not possible.  Perhaps having the conference over a few days will give the opportunity to do more intensive work.”

“parents should also be invited to such conferences.

General comments, not categorized (18).

“Creating a positive teacher-learner inteaction (sic).”

“1.  Lack of trained teachers.  2.  Lack of teacher assistants.  3.  Large class sizes.  4.  No priority for special needs in national budget.”

“Education at home”

“Teachers as classroom managers”

 “Colaboration (sic) of schools, more especially those in the same are (area?) to obtain or work towards a common goal.”

 “Tips of teaching effectively each subjects and topics in each subjects.”

“Human rights in schools.”

“Democracy, tolerance and exceptance (sic) in schools.”

“Capacity building in teaching.”

“Issues on what are roles of teachers in the curriculum development.”

“Teacher’s and lecturers evaluations in the classrooms.”

“How teachers should cope with all the different aspects and still avoid fatigue/burn-out!”

 “Issues of signing links between high institutions and making ways on how to fund, students who are to study abroad by means of making links with financial institutions in funding.”

“Roles that we can play in decision making concerning education policies.”

“The system of education – Teachers have no controll (sic) in schools.  Parents do not take part in their children educ.  They leave everything to teachers.  How do we involve parents in school activities”

“Different ways of teaching.”

