
Testing and Education

Schedule

1. Meet with your partner and plan how to argue effectively for your position. Make sure you and your partner have mastered as much of the material supporting your position as possible.

2. Each team presents their position. Be forceful and persuasive in presenting your position. Take notes and clarify anything you do not fully understand when the opposing team presents their position.

3. Open discussion. Argue forcefully and persuasively for your position, presenting as many facts as you can to support your point of view. Critically listen to the opposing team’s position, asking them for the facts that support their point of view. Remember, this is a complex issue and you need to know both sides to make a good decision. Work together as a total group to get all the facts out. Make sure you understand the facts that support both points of view.

4. Reverse the perspectives in the group by each pair arguing the opposing team’s position. In arguing for the opposing team’s position, be as forceful and persuasive as you can. See if you can think of any new facts that the opposing team did not think to present. Elaborate on their position.

5. Come to a group decision that everyone in the group can agree with. Summarize the best arguments for both points of view. Detail what you know (facts) about your topic. When you have consensus in your group, organize your arguments to present to the entire class. Other groups may make the opposite decision and you may need to defend your decision to the entire class.

Rules:

1. I am critical of ideas, not people. I challenge and refute the ideas of the opposing team, but I do not indicate that I personally reject them.

2. Remember, we are all in this together—sink or swim. I focus on coming to the best decision possible, not on “winning.”

3. I encourage everyone to participate and to master all the relevant information.

4. I listen to everyone’s ideas, even if I don’t agree.

5. I restate what someone has said if it is not clear.

6. I first bring out all the ideas and facts supporting both sides, and then I try to put them all together in a way that makes sense.

7. I try to understand both sides of the issue.

8. I change my mind when the evidence clearly indicates that I should do so.

__________________________________

Adapted from Johnson and Johnson

Assigned point of view: Pro-Testing 

Situation:  Many states, including Minnesota, have made testing a feature of their educational reform efforts. This testing is aimed at restoring public confidence in our public schools by putting schools into a competitive market—the information gathered from these tests is used to document how schools are doing. Then parents can choose their childrens’ schools with clear data. The result of free-market forces, the argument goes, is a more responsive, leaner, more innovative public school system because schools won’t be able to take their students for granted. Schools that do the best job educating students will have a competitive advantage, and will attract more students (and more tax dollars). Schools who cannot compete in the market will be forced to change their ways to attract students or be shut down. Testing reveals the bad schools and bad teachers.

Recently, some states have begun to reevaluate their testing. Claims have been made that this testing may not be fair to all learners and that the comparisons between schools may not be valid.

Position:  Your goal is to argue as persuasively as possible for maintaining high test standards in Minnesota.  You have read the summary above and have heard some general arguments about choice, and you now are in a position to defend your point of view.

Key Points:

• Testing forces positive competition on education, weeding out the bad programs and rewarding the good programs.

• In the long run, it will be less expensive to educate our children because of efficiency and ease of comparison

• Testing is legal and most often not race-biased (the courts have said so).

• The bottom line is— is student achievement is enhanced? We think it will be.

You decide: Should we retain testing in Minnesota?
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Assigned point of view: Anti-Testing 

Situation:  Many states, including Minnesota, have made testing a feature of their educational reform efforts. This testing is aimed at restoring public confidence in our public schools by putting schools into a competitive market—the information gathered from these tests is used to document how schools are doing. Then parents can choose their childrens’ schools with clear data. The result of free-market forces, the argument goes, is a more responsive, leaner, more innovative public school system because schools won’t be able to take their students for granted. Schools that do the best job educating students will have a competitive advantage, and will attract more students (and more tax dollars). Schools who cannot compete in the market will be forced to change their ways to attract students or be shut down. Testing reveals the bad schools and bad teachers.

Recently, some states have begun to reevaluate their testing. Claims have been made that this testing may not be fair to all learners and that the comparisons between schools may not be valid.

Position:  Your goal is to argue as persuasively as possible for eliminating high stakes testing in Minnesota.  You have read the summary above and have heard some general arguments about choice, and you now are in a position to defend your point of view.

Key Points:

• Testing forces teachers to waste a tremendous amount of time “teaching to the test.”

• In the long run, it will be more expensive to educate our children because of the time and resources wasted on testing and test preparation.

• Testing may often be racially-biased (the courts have said so).

• The bottom line is— is student achievement is enhanced? We think it is not.

You decide: Should we retain testing in Minnesota?

Have you learned lessons only from those who admired you, and were tender with you, and stood aside for you?

Have you not learned great lessons from those who braced themselves against you and disputed the passage with you?

Walt Whitman, 1860


