Obstacles to Critical Thinking

Can you come up with an example of each of these Obstacles to Critical Thinking?

Hidden assumptions

To assume something is to take it for granted or to accept it unconsciously.  Often people have unstated beliefs that they assume to be true, without ever thinking of it.

Emotions

Emotions can blind us to critical thinking.  That’s why advertisements try get to get a “feeling”.  If you think about something logically, you may not act.

Stereotypes

A stereotype is a judgment, usually negative, about a group of people (or places or things) based on a limited or distorted sample.  (It’s the bad extreme of a generalization)

Closed-Mindedness

Closed-minded people are not open to the possibility that they might not know or understand something.  A known presence is often more comforting than an unknown future. This is why people tend to resist change.

The will to be right

We don’t want to be wrong.  We will often fight for our viewpoint, even if it’s an uphill battle. Many times, we do not want to change our viewpoint, so we fight to keep it as it is

Laziness

It is much easier to understand something when it’s boiled down to a simple point.  But most issues are very complex.  However, people don’t want to do complex work. They want things made easy for them

Enculturation

Our values and ideas are shaped by the culture we grew up in.  We have influences from many different places.  If we were to grow up in a different culture, our values would be different

The myth of objectivity

Some people claim that as humans we have the ability to look at the world “objectively.” No one can truly be objective

Insufficient information

Often people make conclusion without knowing all the facts.

Wishful thinking

Just because something “should” be a certain way, doesn’t mean it really is

Rationalization

To provide plausible but untrue reasons for conduct. Acting first and explaining the actions later

Provincialism

Limited in outlook.  Can’t see much beyond our own area

