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re: University Council Nomination

I have always tried to bring four things to my teaching that guide me:

· I come to the classroom with an open mind,
· I am endlessly curious,
· I trust the educational process,
· I work with whatever emerges from this.

It is in that spirit that I would like to expand my affiliation with Augsburg by serving as a member of the University Council.

For me, Augsburg is more than a job. It is an experience that affords me a chance to work with young people (especially Freshmen whom I teach in the Principles of Psychology introductory class) in an atmosphere of academic freedom, social consciousness, and dignity and respect for the diversity of human life. I value this because it all informs me as a person, but also as a scholar as I work with what emerges from this culture every day. It is an important experience for me.

To expand my role with Augsburg would give me a chance to give back to the institution that which it gives to me. I want to work on academic policy, university curricula that always is as the edge of the educational experience for students, and ways in which the experience for students can be enriching their lives both in and out of the classroom.

I welcome this opportunity to serve, and, if chosen, will devote a significant amount of time to the effort of being an effective Council member.

Roger P. Watts, Ph.D.
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