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EDUCATION 
 

J.D., University of Minnesota (1989) 
 
Ph.D., University of Minnesota (1976) 
 
M.A., University of Minnesota (1976) 
 
B.A., Gustavus Adolphus College (1972) 

 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 

Associate Professor of History, Augsburg College (2000 - present) 
 
Taught courses or lectured at Department of Leadership, Policy & Organization, Peabody 
College (Vanderbilt University), St. John's University, Carleton College, Macalester College, 
and Hamline University School of Law 
 
Sabbatical leave granted (2000 - 2001) 
 
Promoted to Associate Professor, Augsburg College (2000) 
 
Assistant Professor of History, Augsburg College (1991 - 2000) 

 
COURSES REGULARLY TAUGHT 
 

American legal history, history of civil rights, Minnesota history, history of African 
American religion, African American Experience, history of African American education 

 
RECOGNITION 
 

Recipient, Minnesota SPJ 2004 Page One Award, 2d place (2004) for the article "How to 
Survive Being Elected to the School Board," Minnesota Law & Politics (Spring, 2004) 
Inductee, Minnesota State Boards Association "All-State School Board" (2002) 
 
Recognition of Service, West Metropolitan Education Project Joint Powers Board (2002) 



 
Profiled, "Tales Out of School/An Exit Interview with Minneapolis School Board Member 
Bill Green" by Britt Robson, City Pages (January 2, 2002) 
 
Recipient, Minnesota Humanities Commission Grant (2001) 
 
Listed, "One of the Smartest 100 People in Minnesota," Minnesota Journal of Law and 
Politics (October, 1999) 
 
Profiled, "The World According to Chairman Bill," Minnesota Journal of Law and Politics 
(August, 1998) 
 
Profiled, "School Board Chief Remains Focused on Helping Kids" by Doug Grow, 
Minneapolis Star Tribune, Metro section (February 4, 1998) 
 
Recipient, Minnesota Historical Society Research Fellowship (1998 - 1999) 
 
Recipient, Solon S. Buck Award, Minnesota Historical Society, 1996 for the article "Race 
and Segregation in the St. Paul Schools, 1849 - 1869," Minnesota History 
 
Recipient, Steven R. Block Award, University of Minnesota Law School, 1989, for the 
article, "The Summer Christmas Came to Minnesota," Journal of Law & Inequality 
(University of Minnesota Law School) 
 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND SERVICE 
 

Appointment to Governor Tim Pawlenty's Task Force on School Finance Reform, 
2003 - 2004 
 
Minnesota Department of Children, Families and Learning Advisory Committee on 
Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate, 2000 - 2001 
 
Minneapolis Public Schools, Board of Directors, 1993 - 2001 (Chair, 1996, 1997, 1998) 
 
West Metropolitan Education Project Joint Powers Board, 1995 - 2001 (Vice Chair, 1996) 
 
Metropolitan Learning Alliance Joint Powers Board, 1996 - 2001 (Vice Chair, 1996, 1998) 
 
Youth Coordinating Board, 1994 - 1996 
 
Minneapolis Civilian Review Board of Directors, 1990 - 1992 
 
Member, Minneapolis Civilian Review Task Force, 1989 

 
SCHOLARLY PUBLICATIONS 
 



"No One Wanted to Play with Fisher," Swinging for the Fences:  Black Baseball in 
Minnesota, Steven Hoffbeck, ed. (St. Paul:  Minnesota Historical Society Press 2005) 
pp. 3-10. 
 
"'To Remove the Stain:'  The Trial of the Duluth Lynchers," Minnesota History (Spring, 
2004) pp. 22-35. 
 
Book review:  Frederick L. McGhee:  A Life on the Color Line, 1861 - 1912 by Paul D. 
Nelson (St. Paul:  Minnesota Historical Society 2002), printed in The Annals of Iowa, 
vol. 62, no. 1 (Winter, 2003) pp. 116-118. 
 
"Eliza Winston and the Politics of Freedom in Minnesota, 1954 - 1860," Minnesota History 
(Fall, 2000) pp. 106-120. 
 
"Introduction" in Michael Fedo's, The Lynchings in Duluth (St. Paul:  Minnesota Historical 
Society 2000) pp. vii-xv. 
 
"The History of Civil Rights in Minnesota, 1858 - 1993," Civil Rights in the United States 
(New York:  Macmillan Reference 2000). 
 
"Minnesota," Encyclopedia of the United States in the Nineteenth Century (New York:   
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1999). 
 
"The Long Road to Black Suffrage, 1849 - 1868," Minnesota History (Summer, 1998) 
pp. 68-84. 
 
"Race and Segregation in St. Paul Schools, 1849 - 1868," Minnesota History (Winter, 1997) 
pp. 138-149. This article was also selected for inclusion in The North Star State/A 
Minnesota History Reader, Anne J. Aby ed. (St. Paul:  Minnesota Historical Society 2002). 
 
"Critical Mass as it Relates to De Jure and De Facto Policies of Racial Isolation in School 
and Housing Patterns in St. Paul During the Nineteenth Century and Beyond," Hamline 
Journal of Public Law & Policy, volume 17:2 (1997) pp. 299-321. 
 
Book review:  Bright Radical Star:  Black Freedom & White Supremacy on the Hawkeye 
Frontier by Robert S. Dykstra (Cambridge:  Harvard University Press 1993), printed in 
Minnesota History (Summer, 1994) pp. 93-94. 
 
"The Restive Relationship of Drama and History," Minnesota History (Fall, 1993) 
pp. 266-272. 
 
"The Summer Christmas Came to Minnesota:  The Case of Eliza Winston, A Slave," Law & 
Inequality:  A Journal of Theory & Practice, vol. VII, (November, 1989) pp. 151-178. 

 
POPULAR PUBLICATIONS 
 



"Brown, Adequacy & Young Men Getting Real about One Big-Ass State," Minnesota Law & 
Politics (December/January, 2005) 
 
"How to Survive Being Elected to the School Board," Minnesota Law & Politics (Spring, 
2004). 
 
"Addressing Poverty," Public School Montessorian Vol. 13, No. 1 (Fall, 2000) p. 12. 
"Race, Jesse and Guy Who Doesn't Do Sunshine," Minnesota Law & Politics (November, 
1999). 
 
"Now it's public's turn to listen to where the school board stands," Minneapolis Star Tribune, 
March 3, 1998. 
 
"Keep Dennis Van Avery on the school board," Minneapolis Star Tribune, October 29, 1997. 
 
"We're Not Prisoners of Our History:  A Reflective Statement on Community Schools," 
Augsburg College ECHO, September 26, 1997. 
 
"Minneapolis schools now needs leader with classroom experience," Minneapolis Star 
Tribune, June 10. 1997. 
 
"We're willing to work to make schools better," Minneapolis Star Tribune, May 5, 1997. 
 
"Minneapolis schools' referendum is both affordable, crucial," (with Peter Hutchinson) 
Minneapolis Star Tribune, October 28, 1996. 
 
"Kids need better preparation to do well in schools," Minneapolis Star Tribune, June 22, 
1996. 
 
"Community schools are key/New plan is best way to help every student achieve," 
Minneapolis Star Tribune, March 10, 1996. 
 
"Secret Bonding Rituals of Men," Minnesota Journal of Law & Politics, August, 1994.  
 
"Can Voluntary Desegregation Work?," Minnesota Education Association Advocate, 
May 26, 1995. 
 
"The Minneapolis DFL Party is not dead," Minneapolis Star Tribune, July 2, 1993. 
 
"Tales of an Affirmative Action Baby," Minnesota Journal of Law & Politics (February, 
1993). 
 
"Government Must Aid Schools for True Integration," Minneapolis Star Tribune, 
October 16, 1992. 
 
"Martin Luther King:  Just Another Excuse for a Clearance Sale," Minnesota Journal of Law 



& Politics (March, 1992). 
 
"Elementary School Racism? A Parent Watches…and Wonders," Minneapolis Star Tribune, 
February 24, 1992. 
 
"Thomas/Hill Fulminations," Minnesota Journal of Law & Politics (December, 1991). 
 
"Is Your Mama a Cop-Hater?," Minnesota Journal of Law & Politics (September, 1991). 

 
WORKS IN PROGRESS 
 

The Liberal Civilization:  Race, Culture & Civil Rights, 1837 - 1869 (a book length 
manuscript to appear in spring, 2007). 
 
The Republican Civilization:  Civil Rights & the Politics of the Black Middle Class in 
Minnesota, 1869 - 1899 (a book length manuscript in progress) 
 
"The Women of August" (a play) 
 
The Hostage of Youth (a novel in progress) 


