
The What, Why, Who, and How of an endowed fund

CREATE A SCHOLARSHIP

What is an endowment?
Endowment funds are opportunities for generous people to provide a 
meaningful foundation of support for students today, tomorrow, and well 
into the future. At Augsburg, we think of it as the seed that anchors a 
strong, thriving, and fruitful mission. 

Once your gift is given, it’s invested to generate growth and income. Every 
year, as your long-term, interest-earning investment(s) in Augsburg’s future 
grows, a percentage (the fruit of that investment) is granted to students in 
the form of scholarships given in your name.* 

This happens for years on end, enabling future generations to benefit 
thanks to your generosity and foresight.

Endowments are pathways for people like you: those who are interested 
in supporting the mission, but also want their gift to keep on giving ... to 
become a legacy.  

Why endowments?
A strong endowment is a key indicator of the financial strength of an 
institution. It provides a reliable source of income in perpetuity. The fund 
that generates income for its mission today can produce income for the 
same mission 20 years from now. It lays a foundation that makes it possible 
for Augsburg to plan and steward resources with excellence, weather 
economic ups and downs with grace, and innovate for years to come.

An endowment fund is 
planted when a charitable 
donor provides a major gift

Every year, the endowment  
fund grows and produces income

While the principle is held and your investment 
strengthens Augsburg’s foundation, a portion of 
the interest income is granted 
annually in your name to 
support students in 
the form of: 
scholarships, 
faculty and staff 
development, 
curriculum and 
programming, 
and operating costs

How an endowed scholarship 
works at Augsburg

“When I was younger, my family and I tried our hardest to eliminate all obstacles that kept me from being the person I am today. One of those 
obstacles was college tuition. Donors like you have enabled me to eliminate them! I will try my best (and the only way I know how) to show my 
appreciation: by persevering. Thank you so much!” —Brandon F. Williams ’19

“



How do I contribute? 
FUND YOUR SCHOLARSHIP NOW
With outright gifts of cash, real estate, and/or appreciated securities, 
donors can give to the University’s general endowment fund, or they can 
create a separate named endowed fund. 

FUND YOUR SCHOLARSHIP LATER
Donors may also choose to plan their endowment gift through bequests, 
trusts, life insurance, a will, or trust provisions.

*NAMING AND RECOGNITION:
One of the ways Augsburg recognizes the generosity of donors who create 
endowed scholarships is to name funds in honor of the donor or a person or 
institution designated by the donor. 

DONORS ALSO MAY CONTRIBUTE TO EXISTING SCHOLARSHIPS AT ANY LEVEL:
Presidential Scholarship, Music Scholarship, ELCA Scholarship, and 400+ 
others

NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS MINIMUM ENDOWMENT GIFT

Presidential Scholarship  $1,000,000

Scholarship for merit/achievement $250,000 

Scholarship with award preferences $100,000

Scholarship with no restrictions $50,000

Who benefits? 

Your endowed scholarship will become a platform for future Auggies to 
become the next leaders in their field, their communities, and their world. 
 
Know that the fruit of your investment is:

• Drawing future students with special gifts that will enrich the student 
community

• Rewriting the narrative for students who thought a private education 
was out of reach

• Lessening (or eliminating) the liability of taking on school debt

• Lightening the load and eliminating distraction for scholars who may 
have had to take on 2-3 extra jobs just to make ends meet

Your scholarship is eliminating barriers, attracting and securing 
future leaders, and leveling the academic playing field so that 
students can thrive at Augsburg and launch with confidence into 
their vocation.

“Thanks so much for your financial 
support through the years. You 
have truly helped make college 
possible for me. My proudest 
achievement was graduating with 
departmental honors. Being at 
Augsburg mentally prepared me to 
be ready to tackle any project or 
issue in front of me.”

Michael Kantor ’16 
Major: Exercise Science  
Minor: Physical Education                
Recipient of Keith Hoffman Scholarship, Roy 
and Eleanor Krohn Scholarship, and Hoyt 
and Lucille Messerer Endowed Scholarship

 

We’d love to help you 
establish your legacy. 

 
For more information, contact  

Heather Riddle at  
riddle@augsburg.edu 

or 612-330-1177. Or visit  
augsburg.edu/giving/campaigns/endowment


