 

Cambridge Certificate in English Language Teaching to Adults 
Pre-interview task
  

Name: 
  

1. LEARNING 

There is a lot to learn about teaching in a very short period of time. 

  

a) How would you characterise yourself as a learner? 

 

b) What is your preferred learning style? 

  

For example:       1. Watch it done and copy it 

2. Read the theory of it and try to apply it 

3. Try it out and get feedback on it 

4. Work it out for yourself 

5. Or… 

  

2. TEACHING 

  

Answer the following in 2 or 3 sentences: 

  

i. How would you get students talking in class? 

   

  

ii. What are some of the reasons for and against teaching grammar rules? 

  

  

iii. How important is listening and reading when learning a foreign language? 

  

iv. What is a good way of teaching vocabulary? 

  

v. What are the main reasons for and against correcting students’ mistakes? 

  

3. THE TEACHER 

  

a. In your opinion, which of the following jobs would best prepare a person for language teaching (choose one only): 

  

 sports coach         tour group leader        social worker              lecturer               sales person 

  

 driving instructor  nurse                             

  

Why? 

    

b. In the light of the above, why do you think YOU are suited to language teaching? 

 
4. TEACHER TALK 

  

Re-phrase the following "teacher talk" in language that an elementary learner might understand. 

  
a. If you wouldn't mind opening your books to page 23, please. 
  

b. What might you ask someone if you wanted to find out how to get to the post office? 
  

c. Jot down the answers and then swap with your neighbour. 
5. LANGUAGE AWARENESS 

  

1. Which is the "odd one out" in each group, and why? 

  
TIP:  All the sentences bellow are correct. Think about what the sentences have in common in grammatical terms and find the odd one out. Make sure you explain the why and support your answers with reference to language awareness/ grammar.
a.              
 The baby's bottle. 

 The nation's struggle. 

 The teacher's absent. 

 The nurse's pay. 

 The government's defeat. 

  

Why? 

  

b. 
 The plane was hi-jacked by a woman. 

 The tourists were attacked by a gang. 

 The soldier was hit by a bullet. 

 The trains collided by a river. 

 Three hundred people were killed by the earthquake. 

  

Why? 

  

  

c.               
 She must have lost the address. 

 Alan must have been here too. 

 That must have been awful. 

 The thieves must have got in through the window. 
 I must have something to drink. 

  

Why? 

    

2. Identify any incorrect sentences in this list, EXPLAIN THE ERROR and SUPPLY the corrected version: 

  

TIP:  Make sure you use grammar references to explain the error.

a. What did you say was your name? 

    

b. I've been to China last year. 

    

c. He doesn't work as hard as she does. 

  

d. I would of liked to have seen that. 

  
e. I regret to have damaged your book. 

  
f. How long do you know Nathan? 

  

6. TEACHING MEANING 

  

How could you most easily CONVEY THE MEANING (do not give a dictionary definition) of the following to a group of language learners in the classroom? (Assume a mixed nationality class, i.e. no translation possible): 
Example:  

To juggle: 

Answer:  I would take some items in the classroom (e.g. three pens and a pencil) and physically “juggle” them.  I might also show a picture of a person doing the same and ask learners what they think the person is doing.

  

a. to switch (something) on 

 
b. secretary 

 
c. congratulations! 

  

d. reliable 

  

  

e. manage to do (as in "she managed to pass the exam") 

  

  

7. TEACHING PRONUNCIATION
Word Stress

When a word has more than one syllable, one is more prominent than the others. A stressed syllable is longer in duration, higher in pitch, and louder in volume.

When this happens, we say that the syllable has a stress, or that it is stressed.
E.g 

Word              Pattern

beau.ti.ful        • . .
Identify the word stress and categorise the following words so that they match the patterns in the table.
	infamous
	Banana
	calendar
	statement

	dinosaur
	Imply
	cluster
	kingdom

	enjoyment
	Mountain
	eternal
	countless

	excel
	Passage
	before
	defeated

	begin
	Arrive
	worry
	history


	pattern
	• .
	. •
	• . .
	. • .

	word
	
	
	
	


8.  WORKING IN A GROUP 

  

You will need to work in a group on a CELTA course. What experience have you had of working in groups? And how would you characterise your role in a group? 
  
..9.EXTENDED WRITTEN TASK
Tis extended written task is to give us an example of your handwriting. PLEASE therefore WRITE it BY HAND on a SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER. If you are emailing your application SCAN IT AND ATTACH IT, or SUBMIT IT BY FAX (+52 55 5211 6007). 
Outline your reasons for wanting to do the CELTA course, what you hope to gain from it and how it fits in with your plans for the future. (300-400 WORDS)
PLEASE RETAIN A COPY OF THIS FORM ONCE YOU HAVE FILLED IT IN
