
Bonhoeffer? Groovy, man. 

Artist’s note by Melanie McMahon, Eagan, MN 
 

Bonhoeffer believed that Christ died vicariously for us and that we must love and help each other 

to get through this world. The hippies had similar beliefs; they believed in spreading 

unconditional love to stop suffering. 

 

The picture is a section of, perhaps, a wall in an alley in New York. The posters collaged here 

mostly promote unconditional love towards everyone. I copied four of the posters and created 

one of them.  

 

On the left side, under everything, there is a poster for a hospital. It has the winged staff and 

twisted snake symbol that represents doctors. The job of Doctors and their assistants is to help 

everyone and care for them.  

 

In the center, there is an anti Vietnam War poster. It features a scarecrow clad in a gas mask and 

other things a soldier might wear in a field of flowers. It reads: “What if they gave a war and 

nobody came…” In the bottom left corner is another antiwar poster, telling about the universal 

suffering war brings. It reads: “War is not healthy for children and other living things”.  

   

  
In the right bottom corner is a Woodstock poster advertising “3 days of peace and music”.  



 
In the upper left, there is an Obama campaign poster. Many people believe he will make 

everything better and end the war in the Middle East.  

  
In the upper right is a poster I designed. It shows two hands making a heart and reads: “love is all 

we have, the only way each can help the other”. This was said by Euripides, who wrote plays 

about ordinary people and the troubles they overcome rather than legendary heroes.  

 

In the upper center, is something mostly for my personal amusement. It’s an advertisement for 

Nostalgia cologne from Dave Gibbons’ graphic novel Watchmen. The fictional character, who 

sells the product, Adrian Veidt, brings the USA and the USSR to peace during the Cold War at 

the end of the novel. 
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