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Urt Sands
& Tonu
Piepce"Sands
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ri Sands and Toni Pierce-Sands

share the sort of communication -

miliar to life partners who are also
creative co-conspirators. In & room filled
with dancars, Uri will demonstratea move-
ment. And then his muse, Tond, will act as
his interpreter, translating his intent with a
kinetic language culled from years of, well,
i1:|};|: krIHWiIIE what he means.

Considered separately, the athletic U
and lithe Tond are formidable and accom-
plished dence artists. Their carears, afterall,
were forged with the renowmed Alvin Adley
American Dance Theater, Together they
complement each other’s drive to suoceed,
but also—one |.-5|.|:l|h.‘.|5.. for the sake of a
healthy relationship—they laugh quite
l‘Eﬂl:li.l:-‘ at their intensity, rolling eyes and
making jokes.

In June Sands and Pierce-Sands staged &
ghort but impressive run of SEACE-T.L.-
EMBRACE at the University of Minnesota's
Barbara Barker Center for Dance (the show
will be remounted in June 2004). Uri chone-
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ographed the program while Toni served as
rehearsal director and parformer, The show
skillfully combined elements of modern
dance, classical hallet, iazz. and hip h.l:.'-p—
plus West African and Indian forms—with &
miixture of potént solos, duets, and group
works, Several top local dancers formed
tha pickup company while Uri {who splits
his tims betwsen the Twin Cities and North
Caroling Dence Theater in Charlotta)
P]'u:.wip_kd [hq:slﬂgnlrla Radiohead tune. Tomd
found & kindred spirit in Aparna Ra-
maswamy during an elegant duet showcas-
ing the unexpected connections between
medern and Bharatanatyam dance forms

The evening was at its most energetic,
howeever, i the |.|'|.'|'Eé-5£!ﬁ|.£l afforts, inclod-
ing " Spirit: Lady," an ode to South Africi set
to the uplifting worals of Ladysmith Black
Mambazo, More than a dozen dancers
swept through the space in a celebration
that threatemed to explode out of the modest
black boo theater onto Riverside Avenue.
The ]1i|1c:r-. n:]1n:.‘.¢1nlﬂi 1|'|F.II|: mast elusive of
experiences for this sometimes jaded
r]a_nr_‘-_‘;g_m-g': a mare moment of shared tran-
seendence when the movement was all that
really mattared.

Caroline Falmbﬂ is an allorney with the
Minnesota AIDS Project and danes
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